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Phoenix Suns owner Mat Ishbia says the outiook for his team is better than many people re-
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alize. “The house is not on fire,” he says. “We're in a great position. It's not hard to foc”

Is the Phoenix Suns’
house burning or are
they closer than it looks?

By DOUG HALLER

ix Suns owner
the radio oron
s like this on
orporate sem-
s with

small groups. He i
of positivity. making every-
thing out of reach feel closer
than it actually is. And this
is exactly how Ishbia came
ff Wednesday during a me-
dia session about the stun-
ning end to Phoenix's bas-
kethall season

Ishbia didn't have any
to announce; nor did
iscuss the job status
of head coach Frank Vogel.
He mainly wanted to dis-
s i with cer-
nar s that have
formed since the M;
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they understood the bigger
picture. Despite the quick
postseason exit, Ishbia said
the Suns are close — “inch-
es,” in fact — from where
they want to be

“Ask the other 29 GMs
— 26 of them would trade
their whole te#m for our
whole team and our draft
picks and everything as is.”
Ishbia said. “The house is
not on fire. We're in a great
position. It's not hard to fix”

(As soon as Ishbia said
this, it seemed like evervone
in the Footprint Center me-
dia room was counting on
their fingers the teams that
definitely would not make
this trade. Boston, Denver
and Oklahoma City, for sure.
Minnesota. definitely. Dal-
las, maybe.)

Ishbia talked to reporters
for nearly 30 minutes about
the state of the Suns. Gen
eral manager James Jones
did so for 15. Three themes
emerged.

The biggest takeaway:

roster’s foundation. Even
though the Suns had to rally
to avoid the Play-In Tourna:
ment, they believe in Devin
Booker, Kevin Durant and
Bradley Beal as a champion-
ship core. And they believe
they have solid pieces sur-
rounding them in big man
Jusuf Nurkic and guard

Grayson ABlen.

“We have our starting five
signed for multiple years to-
gether.” Ishbia said

Before the season, Ishbia
said the front office won-
dered if Phoenix’s start-
ing five would play 60-65
games together. Beal's back
injury. suffered before the
scason, torpedoed that goal.
The “Big 3" played in only
41 games together, so team
chemistry was like road

ger than everyone thought
it should. Booker and Du-
rant were top-10 WBA scor-
ers, but it often seemed like
they played independently
of each other instead of off
cach other. One took over
for a stretch, then the other.

Traded to Phoenix in
June, Beal fit in the best
he could, taking over lead-
guard duties late in the sea-
son and guarding the oppo-
nent’s best perimeter scorer.
His sacrifice was a top sto-
rvline and pe thaps the chief
rezson Phoenix avoided the
Play-In Tournament, but
few will remember it be-
cause Beal was so awful in
the Game 4 elimination loss
to Minnesota. He said Mon-
day that it was like he could
do nothing right.

A pure point guard will be
discussed, but that doesn't
mean one will be pursued.
Jones said it would come

when you put that player on
the floor and you take the
ball out of someone’s hands,
whase hands are you taking
it out of and who are you put-
ting in that position”" Jones
suid. He doesn't deny a pure
point guard would help the
Suns. he just doesn't see it as
their biggest problem.
Complications exist
Phoenix s project
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